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(Abstract)

2023 Korean Sign Language (KSL) — Korean Dictionary

Data Writing Project

The main purpose of this study is to compile data for the Korean Sign
Language (KSL)-Korean Dictionary’ which is scheduled to be opened in
2024.

According to the compilation guidelines of the ‘KSL-Korean Dictionary’,
the 151 headwords selected this year along with 972 headwords (976
headwords before the revision) selected in 2019 and 2021-2022 were divided
into subjects.

This year 406 Korean equivalents, 198 definitions, 600 example sentence
recordings and their SignWriting transcriptions and 216 SignWriting
transcriptions of 216 headword and variant recordings of 151 entries were
written.

The meaning and usage of the headwords were confirmed and analyzed at
semantic analysis meetings with deaf signers in which the word senses of
each headword were distinguished. Afterwards, the Korean equivalents and
definitions were described based on the distinguished senses. The
corresponding example sentences were also recorded in meetings with deaf
signers following the compilation guidelines. At last, the recordings of the
headwords were reviewed, divided into handshapes and transcribed in
SignWriting.

The 976 previously written entries contained 3,351 Korean equivalents,
1,502 definitions, 3922 example sentences, 1,158 recordings and SignWriting
transcriptions of the headwords and 3,922 SignWriting transcription of the
example sentence recordings, which were all reviewed and revised if

necessary.



Among the previously compiled materials, the word senses were first
reviewed and if necessary the word senses were re—discussed in semantic
analysis meetings with deaf signers and staff members. Second, the example
sentences were reviewed in respect of the guidelines and the opinion of the
deaf experts were incorporated. Third the final recordings of the headwords
and the recordings of the example sentences were reviewed and part of it
was re—filmed, that means also the handshape as well as the SigWriting
transcriptions were revised. Lastly the SignWriting transcriptions of the
example sentences were revised and modified according to the edited
recordings.

The table of contents of the compilation guidelines were newly organized
and some parts of the guidelines were complemented. In addition, two
promotional videos containing the compilation process of the KSL-Korean
Dictionary were produced, and the user’s environment was improved by
incorporating the user's opinion on the existing Korean Sign Language
dictionary.

This study reviewed 1,127 entries by doing so it created a foundation for
a new sign language dictionary compilation. Furthermore, the participation of
deaf signers were expanded in the process of the semantic analysis, creating

example sentences, video recordings and SignWriting transcriptions.

Keywords: Korean Sign Language, Korean Sign Language Dictionary,
KSL-Korean Dictionary, Korean Sign Language Corpus, KSL
headwords, KSL entries, polysemous sign, homonymous sign, subjects,
semantic analysis, Korean equivalents, definitions, word senses

analysis, KSL example senteces, SignWriting
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